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Liocation: 1602 N. 18th Street
Sweet Home
Linn County
Oregon
Date of Construction: Originally built in 1951-52, the Lester
Shingle Mill contains an early shingle-
making machine, dating from 1%916. Much

of the mill was destroyed by fire in
1970, but the Lester family quickly
rebuilt it. The shingle weavers at the
Lester mill produce shingles using
gimilar technology and using many of the
same skills as they did in the early

1900s.
Builder: Melvin L. Lester.
Present Owner: Lester Shingle Company.
Present Use: Shingle manufacture.
Significance: Melvin L. Lester built a shingle mill in

Sweet Home, Oregon, 1in 1951-52 after
operating a shingle mill in nearby
Foster, Oregon. The family-owned Sweet
Home mill ran for nearly twenty vyears
before a fire destroyed it in 1970. The
Lester family rebuilt the mill and
operates 1t in much the same manner as
small-scale shingle mills were operated
in the early twentieth century.

Photographer: Jet Lowe, HAER, 1987,

Historian: Gray Fitzsimons, Historian, National Park
Service
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